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— ty an L 9 Coverument ere dded amoagſ them, 
dave been Expreſiion t. 

The — of all which 112 the Ge Warrants"; = 
ſued out agaiaſt their Charters ; by means w hereoi they have 
been deprived of their Sarirar Rights and Priviledger. 

As for the Maſſachaſets * Collony ( whole Patzar beareth date 
from the Year 1628.) There was the year 1683. a £20 
IVarremto; and after that in the Year 1684 8 Writ of Sure 
Facjas againſt them, and they were required to make their 
appearance at Weitminfter in Oder, which they knew 
nothiag of until the month before, ſo that it was iumpoliible 
tor them to anſwer at the time appointed; yet judgment 
was entred againſt them. 

Pl; moath Colon, aſter they had enjoyed thru firſt Covern- 
ment above threeſccre years, ( without ſo much as a pretence 
of Milgovernment ) had all their Priviledges at once 
eiken them. There was « =o Warrants againſt Co 
weticor Collony ( whoſe Charter was granted to them by King 
Charles the y Letters were lent to them in the King's 
Name, (:;gaifying T hat /-4 navy dow reſign their Charter) 
they rake their Choice of being under New Tort or 
— — of the Magiſtrates there * a by hum- 
ble upplicatory wer, praying, That their ſomer 
Government might ſtill continue z; but that if ic muſt be ta- 
ken from them, they had rather be under Fofow than New 
Lori: This was by ſome at Court interpreted a R:fignarion 
of their Charter, and a Commiſſion ſent to Sir Edmond Ar. 


their Enema — being Jager) 
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But their Charters being all (one way or other) declared 
to be void and inſign ſi ant, it was an caſte matter to eret} 
a Freach Government in that part of the King's Domiatons, 
(no doubt intended by the Evil Counſellors ) as a Sprevares 
of what was delizned to be here in England, as foon as the 
times would bear it. Accordingly Sir Edmond Aetrofs (3 
Geraſcy man) was pitched an as a fir Inſtrument to be mace 
ule of ; and « moſt I. Commiſlion given him, bearing 
date Jene g. 1686. by which he ( with of his Council 
( ps all of them his Ae Devorres) are impowred 
to make Lawsand raiſe Moneys on the Kings SubjeRts with- 
out any Parliament, Aſſernbly, or conſent of the People, 

Ir was thought by Wiſe Men, that the Remembrance of 
Dadley and Empſon, who were in the days of King Hery the 
Eighth executed for ating by a like Commiſion; would 
have deterred them from doing fo. Bur it did nor, for 
Laws arc made by a few of them, and* indeed what they 
pleaſe ; nor are they Printed, as was the Cuſtom in the 
tormer Governments, ſo that the People are at a great lols to 
know what is Law, and what not. Only one Law they arc 
ſenſible of, which doth prohibit all Town Mectings, except 
ing on a certain Day once a Year ; whereas the Ialubitants 
have occaſion to meet once a Month, ſometimes every Werk, 
for relief of the Poor, or other Town-Afﬀairs. Dut it is calic 
to penetrate into the Deſign of tha Law, which was ( no 
Queſtion ) to keep them in every Town from complaining 
to Exclend, of the nion they are under: Ard (as 
Laws have been Eſtabliſhed ) fo Monys have been Raiſed by 
the Government in a wolt Illegal und Arbitrary way, with- 
out any conſent of the People. Sir Edanoand Anersſ; caule! 
a Tax to be leavied of « Penny ina Pound on all the Towns 
then under his Government : when at Ip/»ich and other 
places, the Se/ri# Mera ( as they are there tied] voted, That 
n as much as it was agiinit 1 Com uon Priviletges of £--- 
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35 Subjects, to have money raiſed without their own C- 
tent in an Aſſembly or Parliament; That therefore they 
would petition the for liberty of an Aſſembly before 
they made any Rates ; the faid Sir Edmand 4nireſt cauled 
them to be Impriſuned and Fined, tome 201. ſome 304 and 
ſome 504. as the Judges, by him inſtructeu, ſhould ſee meer 
to determine; Yea, and ſeverat Gentlemen in the Country 
were Impriſoned and bound to their Good Behaviour, upon 
meer ſu — that they did lncuurage their Nei ts not 
to comply with theſe Arbitrary Proceedings. And that fo they 
might be ſure to cftcft their itious Deſigns, they have 
cauſed Jurics to be picked of men who- are not of the Vici- 
nity, and ſome of them mcer Strangers in the Country, and 
no Frecholders, which actings ate highly Hleg#l. One of the 
former Magiſtrates was committed to Prilon w#hourt any 
Crimes laid to his, Charge, and there kept half a year with- 
nut any fault; and tho he Petitioned for a He Corpus, it 
was denied him; alfo inſeriour Officers have what 
Fees they pleaſe to demand, contrary to all Rules of Reaſon 
and Juſtice. They make poor Widows and Fatherleſs pay 
© . for the Probate of a Will, which under the former ca» 
Government would not havg been a Tenth part ſo much. 
Six perſons who had been illegally impriſoned, were forced 
to give the Officers 117 /. when as upon Computation, they 
found that here in Emgland their Fees would not have amount 
ed to 10 J. in all. And yer 
are but a very {mall 
ple have been under, ſince 
oy ute Power. For, their new Ma- 
tell them, that their Charter being gone, their Title to 
their Lands and Eſtates is gone therewith, and that All is 
the Kings; and that They repreſent the King, and that there- 
fore all perſons muſt take Patents from them, and give what 
they ſee meet to impoſe, that ſo they may enjoy the —_ 
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which their own hands have built, and the Lands, which at 
vaſt Charges in ſubduing a Wilderneſs, they have for many 
cats had a rightful pol. Hen of, as ever any People in the 
or lad had or can have: Accordingly the order- 
ed the Lands belonging to ſome in Chet Town to be mea- 
ſured our, and given to his Creatures, and Wrrz: of Introfon 
to be iſſued out againſt others: And the Commons belonging 
to ſeveral Towns have been given to ſome of the Gover- 
nouts Ccunril, .who ed them, to the impoveriſhing, if 
not utter ruining of w Townſhips. And when an lcd 
dong ing to the Town of Peet was petitioned away 
from them by one Nathaniel Clark ( whom Sir Edmund An. 
dreſ+ made his Property) becaule the Agents of the faid 
Town obtained a voluntary Subſcription to maintain theie 
Title at Law, they were compel'ed to come not only out of 
their own County, but Collony, to Boſftpn, to anſwer there 
as Criminals. at the next Aſlizes, and bound to their good | 
behaviour : The Officers in the meantime —5 34. pry 
man for Fees. Thele were the miſerable Effects of New Eng 
land's being deprived of their Chartirs , and with them of 
their Englifb Liberties : They have not beenaltogether Neg- 
_— to endeavours to obtain ſome relief in their ſorrou 
ful Bondage, for fevers! Centlemen delired Lacrraſe Mather, 
the Reftor of the Col at Can ge in New England, to 
undertake a Voyage for Englard, to fer what might be dene 
for his diſtreſſed Country, which motion he complied with ; 
and in Jet the 1#. 1658. he had the favour to wait on the 
King, and privately ro acquaint him .with the enſlaved and 
periſhing Eſtate of His Subjects in Nu EN. The King 
was very gracious and kind in His Expreſſions ; then. and 
often after promiling to give themeale as to their Complaints 
and Fears: An ongſt other thi the ſaid Mather cauſed a 
Petition from the Town of Camdridge in New-Exgland to be 
kumbly preſented to His Majeſty ; which becauſe ir _ 
Ap 
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expreſs the Deplorable Condition of that People, it ſhall be 


here inferred, 


Tothe King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The Þ\tition and Addreſs of John Gibſon, aged about 
87. and George Willow, aged about G. years; 
as alſo on the behalf of ther Neighbours the Inhabi- 
tants of Cambridge in New-England. 


Is moſt haneble wiſe ſpewerh, 


* Hat Your 1 Subjects, with much hard 
labour and great disburſements, have ſubdued a 
& Wilderneſs, built our Houſes, and planted Orchards, be- 
ing incouraged by our indubitable right to the Soil by the 
© Royal Charter granted unto the Firſt Planters, together 
with our Purchale of the Natives; as alſo by ſundry Let- 
" ters and Declarations lent to the late Governour and Com» 
' © pany, from His late Majeſty Your Royal Brother, aſſuring 
us of the fall enjoyment of our Properties and Poſſeſſions. 
* as is more eſpecially contained in the Declaration ſent 
« when the Que Warranto was iſſued out againſt our Char- 
* cre. 
* But we are neceſſitated to make this our Moan and 
* Complaint to Your Excellent Majeſty, for that our Title 
* is now queſtioned to our Lands, by us quietly poſſeſſod 
« ſor near ſixty years, and without which we cannot ſubliſt. 
** Our humble A relſs to our Governovr Sir Edmand Aniroſs, 
« ſhewing our juſt Title, long and pcaceable poſſeſhon, te- 
« octher with our claim of the heteſit of Your Majeſty's Let- 
ters and Declarations, aſſuring all Yeur good Subjects, that 
they ſhall not be moleſted in their Properties and Pofſeſſhons ; 
not ayailing, Royal 
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* Royal Sir, We afe a poor People, and have no way to 
« procure money to defend our Cauſe u the Law ; nor know 
« we of Friends at Court, and theretore unto Your Royal Ma- 
« jeſty, as the publick Father of all Your Subje2s, do we 
„make this our humble Addrels for Relief, beſcechiog Your 
« Majeſty gracoally to pals Your Royal Act for the Contic- 
* «mation of Your Majcity's SubjeQs here in our poſſeſſions 
«to us derived from our late Governour and Company of 
« this Your Majeſty's Collony : We now humbly caſt our 
« ſelzes, and diftreed Condition of our Wives and Chil- 
« dren, at Your Mijeſty's Feet, and conclude with the ſaying 
of Qucea Sir, If we Periſb, we Perifh. 

1hos that Petition. 


Befides this, Jecreaſe Mather, with two Nev EN Cen- 
tlemen, preſented a Petition and humble Propoſals to the King, 
wherein they Prayed that the Right which they had in their 
Eſtates before the Government was changed, might be con- 
firmed ; And that no Laws might be made, or moneys raiſed, 
without an Aﬀembly, with ſundry other particulars ; which 
the King referred ro a Commitree for Foreign Plantations, 
who ed them into the hands of the Attorney General to + 
make his Report. The Clerk, William Blathwair ſent to the 
Attorney General a Copy, wherein the Eſſential Propoſal 
of an Aﬀembly was m_ left out. And being ſpoke to 
about it , he faid the Erl of Sender/aud blotred out that 
with his own hand; likewiſe a Solicitor in this Cauſe related 
that the ſaid Earl of Seaderland affirmed to him, that it was 
his advice that the King had given a Commiſſion to Sir 
Are to raiſe moneys without an Aﬀembly, and a 
that he knew the King would never conſent to an Alterati- 
on, nor would he propoſe it to His Majeſty. When of late 
all Charters were reſtored to England, it was highly rational 
for New-E ng land © expect the like ; for if it be an illegal — 
unju 


